Sutton Borough Citizens Advice Bureaux was delighted last month to sign a contract with the Equalities and Human Rights Commission to improve the work skills and confidence of 12 – 20 people from groups who face great discrimination when they seek employment. The project funds training and support for the volunteers who learn skills in much wanted areas such as customer service, data input and call operator work.

  The project will also aim to find work/formal training placements for them within local business community, public sector and voluntary sector. The groups include people with disabilities, prisoners and ex offenders; and young people currently not in education or employment.  Sutton Borough CABx' application to the EHRC for funding was backed by Councillor Sean Brennan following recommendations for this sort of work at the 2007 Sutton Partnership Conference on Reducing Reoffending.
 The CAB service is pleased to be working closely with Sutton Chamber of Commerce on identifying local work opportunities for these highly motivated people with excellent office skills .
 If you would like further information about the scheme, or to take part in the training course, or if you might be able to offer a work or training placement for one of our trained volunteers, please contact our volunteer recruitment and work placement co-ordinator, Ruth Woods, on ruth.woods@citizensadvice.org.uk.  Check out the Equalities and Human Rights Commission at http://www.equalityhumanrights.com/en/Pages/default.aspx 
